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The senses of sight and hearing would not be subject to the same deterioration and could not be blunted in the same way; but apparently it has been found inconvenient to use these organs in the management of horses, and it is also true that signs transmitted through the sense of touch have much more effect on animals in general than those transmitted to them through the eye or the ear. Again, the situation of the horse as regards its rider or driver, renders the eyes almost useless in this respect, since it is only by turning its head that it could see the signs made to it, Though the car is an organ of sensation by which the horse is often animated and guided, it is only appealed to in the case of the rougher horses, since in the riding school, where the training of horses attains its greatest perfection, the voice is rarely used to horses, and where indeed it must even not be made apparent that they are guided. And so it should be, for, when well broken-in, the least pressure of the thighs of the rider, the slightest movement of the bit, suffice to guide them; even the spur is useless, except when it is sought to urge them to some violent exertion ; and when through ignorance, it happens that the rider uses the spur and draws tight the bridle, the horse being urged on by the one action and restrained by the other, can only rear, making a bound without leaving its place.
When properly placed, the bridle gives an advantageous and dignified bearing to the head of the horse, and the least